
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13634, o f  Boys and G i r l s  Clubs  o f  G r e a t e r  
Washington, I n c . ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub-sec t ion  8207.2 o f  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  Paragraph 
3101.41 t o  u s e  t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises  a s  a  day c a r e  c e n t e r  f o r  
f o r t y  c h i l d r e n ,  a g e s  two t o  f i v e  y e a r s  and t h i r t e e n  t e a c h e r s  
i n  an  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  3265 S  S t r e e t ,  N.W. ,  
(Square  1299,  L o t s  964 and 1010) .  

HEARING DATE: January  20, 1982 
DECISION DATE: February  3 ,  1982 

DISPOSITION: The a p p l i c a t i o n  was GRANTED w i t h  CONDITIONS 
by a  v o t e  o f  4-0 (Douglas J. P a t t o n ,  Wil l iam 
F. McIntosh, Connie F o r t u n e  and C h a r l e s  R. 
N o r r i s  t o  g r a n t ;  John G. P a r s o n s  n o t  v o t i n g ,  
n o t  hav ing  h e a r d  t h e  c a s e ) .  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: A p r i l  1 4 ,  1982 

ORDER 

The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  was g r a n t e d  by t h e  Board 
s u b j e c t  t o  f i v e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Cond i t ion  No. 5  o f  t h e  Order  
r e q u i r e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  f e n c e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  p l a y  
a r e a  i n  accordance  w i t h  E x h i b i t  No. 18 o f  t h e  r e c o r d .  By 
l e t t e r  d a t e d  March 2 ,  1982,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t e d  a  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Order  t o  e l i m i n a t e  Condi t ion  No. 5. The 
b a s i s  f o r  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  m o d i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  
p r o p e r t y  i s  p r e s e n t l y  f enced .  The fenced- in  a r e a  d e p i c t e d  
on E x h i b i t  No. 18 e n c l o s e s  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  where 
o u t d o o r  p l a y  equipment i s  proposed t o  b e  l o c a t e d .  However, 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  day c a r e  program w i l l  a l s o  u s e  t h e  
mul t i -purpose  f i e l d s  and a s p h a l t  c o u r t s  f o r  ou tdoor  p l a y .  
The p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  f e n c e  r e q u i r e d  by Condi t ion  No. 5  o f  
t h e  B o a r d ' s  Order  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  f e n c e  w i t h i n  a  f e n c e ,  
would n o t  f u r t h e r  enhance t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and 
would i s o l a t e  t h e  p l a y  equipment  from o t h e r  o u t d o o r  p l a y  
a r e a s .  

Upon rev iew of  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e q u e s t  and t h e  ev idence  
o f  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f e n c i n g  o f  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  l o t  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  concerns  
o f  t h e  Board r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p l a y  a r e a  used  by t h e  day c a r e  
program. Upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  it i s  hereby 
ORDERED t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Order  i s  



BZA APPLICATION NO. 13634 

GRANTED and Condition No. 5 of the Board's Order dated April 
14, 1982, is hereby eliminated. 

DECISION DATE: April 6, 1983 

VOTE: 3-0 (Douglas J. Patton, William F. McIntosh and 
Charles R. Norris to grant modification; Carrie 
Thornhill and Maybelle Taylor Bennett not 
voting, not having heard the case). 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E. SHER 
Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: JUN 2 2 1983 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 
DECISION OR ORDER 
DAYS AFTER HAVING 
RULES OF PRACTICE 
ADJUSTMENT. " 

THIS ORDER OF THE 

8204.3 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS, "NO 
OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN 
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL 
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING 

BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH 
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE 
OF OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, 
INVESTIGATIONS AND INSPECTIONS. 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13634,  o f  Boys and G i r l s  C l u b s  o f  G r e a t e r  
Washington ,  I n c .  , p u r s u a n t  t o  S u b - s e c t i o n  8207.2 o f  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  u n d e r  P a r a g r a p h  
3101.41 t o  u s e  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s  a s  a  day  c a r e  c e n t e r  f o r  
f o r t y  c h i l d r e n ,  a g e s  two t o  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and t h i r t e e n  
t e a c h e r s  i n  a n  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  3265 S  S t r e e t ,  
N . W . ,  ( S q u a r e  1299,  L o t s  964 and 1 0 1 0 ) .  

HEARING DATE: J a n u a r y  20, 1982 
DECISION DATE: F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1982 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  was c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  
p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on J a n u a r y  20, 
1982. S e c t i o n  3.33 o f  t h e  Supp lemen ta l  R u l e s  o f  P r a c t i c e  
and P r o c e d u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  BZA r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  b e  p o s t e d  on  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  l e a s t  t e n  d a y s  
i n  advance  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g .  The p r o p e r t y  was p o s t e d  f o r  o n l y  
n i n e  d a y s .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  h e  was u n a b l e  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e  n o t i c e  f rom t h e  Board 
b e f o r e  F r i d a y ,  J a n u a r y  8 ,  1982,  b e c a u s e  o f  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  and t h e  e a r l i e s t  h e  c o u l d  n e x t  o b t a i n  and p o s t  
t h e  n o t i c e  was Monday, J a n u a r y  11, 1982. The a f f i d a v i t  
f i l e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r t d  r e f l e c t s  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e  was p o s t e d  on 
J a n u a r y  11, 1982.  The Chairman r u l e d  t o  waive  t h e  t en -day  
r e q u i r e m e n t  and h e a r  t h e  c a s e .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-1-B 
D i s t r i c t  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  S  S t r e e t  be tween Wiscons in  
Avenue and 32nd S t r e e t ,  N.W. 

3.  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  a  l a r g e  s i t e  c o n t a i n i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l v  4.5 a c r e s .  I t  h a s  a  f r o n t a g e  o f  o n l y  125 f e e t  
on S  S t r e e t .  I t  i s  b o r d e r e d  on t h e  w e s t  by t h e  r e a r  o f  
commerc ia l  l o t s  which f r o n t  on  Wiscons in  Avenue and a r e  
zoned D/C-2-A and C-1. I t  i s  b o r d e r e d  on t h e  n o r t h  by 
p r o p e r t y  zoned C-1  o c c u p i e d  by a  l a r g e  Safeway s t o r e .  I t  i s  
b o r d e r e d  on t h e  e a s t  by Dumbarton Oaks P a r k  and t h e  
Dumbarton Oaks g a r d e n s  and l i b r a r y .  A c r o s s  S  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  a r e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s .  

4. The e x i s t i n g  s i t e  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  u s e  a s  a  boys  and 
g i r l s  c l u b ,  l a r g e l y  d e v o t e d  t o  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  The 
s i t e  i s  improved w i t h  a  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  swimming 
p o o l  and l a r g e  and v a r i e d  a t h l e t i c  p l a y i n g  f i e l d s .  
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5 .  The a p p l i c a n t s  p r o p o s e s  t o  o p e r a t e  a  day  c a r e  
c e n t e r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a l r e a d y  
o c c u r  on t h e  p r e m i s e s .  The c e n t e r  would have  f o r t y  
c h i l d r e n ,  a g e s  two t o  s i x ,  and would h e  s e r v e d  by a  s t a f f  o f  
t h i r t e e n  p e r s o n s .  The h o u r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  day  c a r e  
c e n t e r  would b e  from 7 A.M. t o  5 P.M. 

6.  The c e n t e r  w i l l  b e  o p e r a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
b u i l d i n g .  I t  w i l l  u s e  f a c i l i t i e s  on b o t h  f l o o r s  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  l a r g e  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  room, k i t c h e n ,  
a r t s  and  c r a f t  room and t h e  gymnasium. The re  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  
f e n c e d  i n  p l a y  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p o o l  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  which  w i l l  b e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  u s e  o f  t h e  
c e n t e r .  

7 .  S i n c e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  do  n o t  
commence u n t i l  a f t e r  3:00 P.M. on d a y s  when s c h o o l  i s  i n  
s e s s i o n ,  t h e  day  c a r e  c e n t e r  w i l l  have  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  
c e n t e r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

8. The b u i l d i n g  and o u t d o o r  p l a y  a r e a  a r e  w e l l  
removed from any a d j o i n i n g  r e s i d e n c e s .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  set 
back  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  300 f e e t  f rom S  S t r e e t .  

9.  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no a r t i c l e s  o f  commerce f o r  s a l e  a t  
t h e  c e n t e r .  

10 .  The s i z e  o f  t h e  s i t e  and  t h e  l o c a t i o n  and  s c o p e  o f  
t h e  c e n t e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  p roposed  u s e  w i l l  
n o t  b e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  n e a r b y  p r o p e r t y  b e c a u s e  o f  n o i s e  o r  
t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s .  

11. The p r o p e r t y  h a s  twenty-seven  o n - s i t e  p a r k i n g  
s p a c e s ,  and  a  l o n g  dr iveway and  maneuver ing  a r e a  o f f  o f  S  
S t r e e t .  T h i s  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  s p a c e  o n - s i t e  t o  accommodate a l l  
p a r k i n g  and  drop-of f  needs .  The a d d i t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  
g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  b e  minimal  

12.  The u s e  i s  l o c a t e d  j u s t  o f f  Wiscons in  Avenue, and  
i s  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  Georgetown and t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  
Ward 3. The c e n t e r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  u s e d  by c h i l d r e n  whose 
o l d e r  b r o t h e r s  and  s is ters  a l r e a d y  a t t e n d  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  
c l u b .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
w i l l  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y .  

13.  The re  i s  o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  l i c e n s e d  day  c a r e  c e n t e r  
w i t h i n  one -ha l f  m i l e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  

1 4 .  The re  i s  f a r  i n  excess o f  4 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  p l a y  
a r e a ,  i n d o o r s  and o u t ,  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  l o t .  

15.  The O f f i c e  o f  P l a n n i n g  and  Development,  by 
memorandum d a t e d  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  1982,  and  by t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h e  
h e a r i n g ,  recommended t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  b e  g r a n t e d .  The 
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OPD found t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  i s  i n  compliance w i t h  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  Pa ragraph  3104.41 and w i l l  n o t  
a d v e r s e l y  e f f e c t  t h e  u s e  of  nearby p r o p e r t y .  The Board 
concurs .  

1 6 .  There  was no r e p o r t  from Advisorv Neighborhood 
Commission 3A. 

17. There  was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
h e a r i n g  o r  i n  t h e  r e c o r d .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  f a c t  and t h e  ev idence  of  
r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  a  
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  g r a n t e d  such an  
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  must demons t ra te  t h a t  it h a s  
complied w i t h  t h e  requ i rements  of  Pa ragraph  3101.44 and 
Sub-sec t ion  8207.2 of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  The Board 
conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  s o  complied.  There w i l l  b e  
no a r t i c l e s  o f  commerce f o r  s a l e .  Adequate p l a y  a r e a  and 
p a r k i n g  a r e  p rov ided .  The u s e  i s  n e c e s s a r y  and c o n v e n i e n t  
t o  t h e  community i n  which it i s  l o c a t e d .  The s i t e  i s  s o  
l a r g e  and s o  l o c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  have no a d v e r s e  
impac t s  on s u r r o u n d i n g  p r o p e r t i e s .  

The Board f u r t h e r  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  
can b e  g r a n t e d  a s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose  and 
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and maps and w i l l  n o t  t e n d  
t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  u s e  of  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  i n  
accordance  w i t h  s a i d  r e g u l a t i o n s  and maps. I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  
ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED, SUBJECT t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  CONDITIONS: 

1. Approval  s h a l l  b e  f o r  a p e r i o d  of  
FOUR YEARS. 

2. The e n r o l l m e n t  s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  f o r t y  
c h i l d r e n .  

3 .  Approval s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  day c a r e  c e n t e r  by t h e  Boys and G i r l s  
Clubs of  G r e a t e r  Washington. 

4 .  The h o u r s  of  o p e r a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  exceed 7  a.m. 
t o  5 p.m. Monday th rough  F r i d a y .  

5.  The f e n c e  su r round ing  t h e  p l a y  a r e a  s h a l l  b e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  conformance w i t h  E x h i b i t  No. 18 
of t h e  r e c o r d .  

VOTE: 4-0 (Douglas J. P a t t o n ,  Wil l iam F. McIntosh, Connie 
F o r t u n e  and C h a r l e s  R.  N o r r i s  t o  GRANT; John G.  
Pa r sons  n o t  v o t i n g ,  n o t  hav ing  hea rd  t h e  c a s e ) .  
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BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E. SHER 
Executive Director 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204.3 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS, "NO 
DECISION OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN 
DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL 
RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING 
ADJUSTMENT." 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH 
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE 
OF OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, 
INVESTIGATIONS AND INSPECTIONS. 


